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the two chief ports, Buenos Ayres and Montevideo. The words " Buenos Ayres" mean "good air." This port was founded by the Spaniards, who placed it as far inland as possible, in order that they might travel far into the interior in their ships. The estuary is shallow, but this did not matter to the Spaniards, for their ships were small. As ocean steamers are now very large, it has been found necessary to deepen the harbour. This has cost a great deal of money, but if it had not been spent the trade of the port would have gone. Owing to the flatness of the land it has been an easy matter to connect Buenos Ayres by rail with other parts of the country, and railways radiate from the port, in all directions, like the spokes of a wheel.
The plains of the Argentine and Uruguay are then very different from the plains of the Amazon, and there are good reasons why they should be*different.